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Mentee question

When it comes to development of data driven carbon intensity certification for 
maritime ammonia fuel, what is the single most pressing issue?

1/ Collaboration and alignment between : AEA (industry) expertise and relevant 
global/regional/national bodies who are developing certification structures for 

maritime fuel

2/ Collaboration and alignment with the incumbent ship fuel industry. Circa 250 M 
tonnes of fossil fuel ”bunkers” per year

3/  Collaboration and alignment with relevant non bunker industry maritime 
stakeholders to help drive data as the correct conceptual agenda



Relevant developments in the maritime space

2023 2024 2025 2026 2027

IMO : 
ISWG-GHG/MEPC
Expected 
implementation 
of MEPC 376 (80), 
Guidelines of Life 
Cycle GHG 
Intensity on 
Marine Fuels.
(2027)

IMO : 14 -15 

December 2023 

Ad Hoc expert 

workshop on 

LCA Guidelines 

and 

certification..

IMO : July 
Adoption of 
revised GHG 
strategy and LCA
Guidelines for 
maritime fuels 

IMO : Adoption of 
fuel standards 
and market-based 
measures in 
support of GHG 
strategy (2025)

IMO : 
Implementation of 
fuel standards 
and market-based 
measures in 
support of GHG 
strategy (2027)

IMO : Ongoing Further refinement of LCA Guiidelines inclucing how to certify   

EU : Council 
adopts Fuel 
EU Maritime 
(Part of EU Fit 
for 55 
package)

EU : Fuel EU 
maritime rules 
come fully into 
force (RED II 
certification 
criteria)

EU : ETS 
40% of 
emissions

EU : ETS 
70% of 
emissions

EU : ETS 
100% of 
emissions



12 Ammonia 

Pathways

(lines 112 – 115)





Existing FLL contents



The incumbent bunker market

Complex, Opaque, persistent and understandably uncertain

BDN – Bunker delivery note (digitisation 

starting)

FLL - Fuel lifecycle label (on the way)



Maritime stakeholder engagement

• Stop talking “greens” and ”blues” and think levels

• Understand the importance of going beyond defaults to help relieve the 

impending economic squeeze

• Recognise the critical role of certification integrity and functionality 

• Get involved in the conversations about data integrity and efficiency as the 

most pressing foundational issue to address

• Embrace these concepts as a critical part of their strategy

Certification based on data must be understood by the maritime industry as 

the key to unlock so many aspects of their transition for GHG abatement.



Spare slide - Fuel EU Maritime : Main provisions of the new 
regulation

The new regulation contains the following main provisions:

•measures to ensure that the greenhouse gas intensity of fuels used by the shipping sector will 
gradually decrease over time, by 2% in 2025 to as much as 80% by 2050
•a special incentive regime to support the uptake of the so-called renewable fuels of non biological 
origin (RFNBO) with a high decarbonisation potential
•an exclusion of fossil fuels from the regulation’s certification process
•an obligation for passenger ships and containers to use on-shore power supply for all electricity 
needs while moored at the quayside in major EU ports as of 2030, with a view to mitigating air 
pollution in ports, which are often close to densely populated areas
•a voluntary pooling mechanism, under which ships will be allowed to pool their compliance balance 
with one or more other ships, with the pool – as a whole - having to meet the greenhouse gas 
intensity limits on average
•time limited exceptions for the specific treatment of the outermost regions, small islands, and areas 
economically highly dependent on their connectivity
•revenues generated from the regulation’s implementation (‘FuelEU penalties’) should be used for 
projects in support of the maritime sector’s decarbonisation with an enhanced transparency 
mechanism
•monitoring of the regulation’s implementation through the Commission’s reporting and review 
process

See https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/07/25/fueleu-maritime-initiative-
council-adopts-new-law-to-decarbonise-the-maritime-sector/

The FuelEU maritime 
initiative is part of the Fit 
for 55 package. 
Presented by the 
European Commission 
on 14 July 2021, the 
package aims to enable 
the EU to reduce its net 
greenhouse gas 
emissions by at least 55% 
by 2030 compared to 
1990 levels and to 
achieve climate neutrality 
in 2050.

https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/07/25/fueleu-maritime-initiative-council-adopts-new-law-to-decarbonise-the-maritime-sector/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2023/07/25/fueleu-maritime-initiative-council-adopts-new-law-to-decarbonise-the-maritime-sector/
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